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 May and June 2007 

 

Where to start?  I suppose at the beginning, and the first day was fairly uneventful ï we were all 

ready to go from Barton House at 11am, but unfortunately our passengers were at Granary Quay!  

We did get that sorted out and got away at 11.30am and had a slow sail to Ranworth with a cold 

N wind ï but it was dry!  Compared with the next few days, this was bliss, and we had 48 people 

at the viewing that evening. 

Sunday set the scene for the next few days, with a 3 reef northerly wind and plenty of tacking as 

we were heading North.  But it was the rain that was the main concern; it just got harder and 

harder during the day and never stopped ï this was the day where each of the 3 sailings involved 

a walk, and we were full on all of them!  Monday was even worse (óunbelievably foulô I wrote in 

my diary!) with heavy rain and strong winds all day; it was not surprising that we only had 3 

visitors at the viewing at Irstead, and no takers for the last sail of the day, or on the evening walk.  

By now we were running out of space to hang up wet clothes, and the cold was getting through 

to me!  Even Tuesday started off wet and cold, though it did ease up later on.  However with all 

this rain it wasnôt surprising that the water levels would rise, and when we got to Wayford 

Bridge there was only 6ô 6ò clearance and we need 7ô.  (Just as well we didnôt try to force her 

through; as I write this on the 20
th
 July we have torrential rain yet again, and the water level is 

still high.)  No chance of going to Dilham, so for the afternoon sail we did a round trip from 

Wayford Bridge ï many thanks to those who had to do all the re-arranging.  We finished that trip 

at 5pm, and for a relaxing evening had to give a talk on wherries to the Strumpshaw District 

Association; Eilish gave us a lift to Wroxham where Richard borrowed his Mumôs car to take us 

to Strumpshaw, only to find I had forgotten to bring the map with directions.  We eventually 

discovered the hall and just had time to set up the projector etc before their meeting started at 

7.30pm.  At least the show seemed to go down well, and we left at 9pm, back to Wroxham and a 

lift from Richardôs Mum back to Wayford Bridge by 10.30pm and the first opportunity to eat our 

sandwiches.  Perhaps in future it would be better not to take bookings for slide shows during a 

wherry tour! 

Wednesday started off dry, and we had a reasonable sail to Sutton Staithe with a mid day 

viewing, but by the time we left at 3pm for Stalham it was ??? ï yes, raining again.  However, 

Thursday was a warm and sunny day, and we were on view at the Broads Museum all day with 

60 people looking around and showing a lot of interest; the same on Friday with 53 people, and 

those two days were a very welcome break. 



Saturday was almost perfect ï sunny, warm and light winds, with a sail to Barton, and then 

immediately off again with three 2 hour sailings around the broad ï 8 hours virtually continual 

sailing.  Sunday was the ôGo Wild at Bartonô Event , on view all day and 191 visitors to keep 

Matt and Martin busy!  On Monday we had a very pleasant sail to How Hill 

 

An idyllic scene on the River Ant in May ï on one of the rare occasions when the sun was 

shining! 

 

 with a fair wind ï we had to go past and lower ½ mile beyond (where we heard a bittern boom!) 

and sail back to avoid arriving too early!  So ended the first part of the tour, and my grateful 

thanks to the hard working crew members often working in atrocious conditions, and to Richard 

Jones who helped me with the sailing for this part of the tour ï making my task considerably 

easier!  We had 158 people on the sailings (nearly every trip was full) and 456 people on 

viewings. 

Hathor was now at How Hill for the next three weeks, the main purpose being to embark on our 

educational programme.  Eilish Rothney had put a lot of effort into preparing an activity 

programme for school parties.  As well as a traditional óconducted tourô of the boat, both above 

and below decks with a question and answer approach, pupils took part in hands-on activities 

with models that Eilish had made.  These included studying various hull shapes, 

counterbalancing masts of different lengths and comparing results on a graph, and looking at 

different sail designs (on wheeled models and a fan!) comparing efficiency and wind direction 

etc.  Two of the residential groups from How Hill took part in evening activities, and Ludham 

School spent a whole school day at Hathor and Toad Hole Cottage.  It was a pleasure to see how 

involved the youngsters were, and they asked many interesting questions ï most of which we 

were able to answer!  A promising start, though it was a shame we were not able to involve more 



schools during that period.  We also had our own óadult educationô programme with two 

successful crew training days ï both dry.  The Broads Authority óCrafts at the Cottageô event 

attracted 184 visitors, but unfortunately the planned Teddy Bearôs Picnic had to be cancelled due 

to weather conditions.  And of course on Saturday 23
rd
 we had our own Friends event which is 

reported elsewhere.  On another 14 days when I was aboard I put her on view on a self guided 

tour basis, receiving nearly 700 visitors. 

Finally on the 25
th
 it was time to head for home, with a sail round to Womack first with only two 

downpours along the way, and we were made very welcome by the new owners at Ludham 

Marine.  Tuesday was back to normal for this summer ï cold, wet and windy ï we either had the 

storm sail up or were shoving with the mast down, ending up at Ranworth with a very windy 

mooring at South Walsham mid-day.  Wednesday and Thursday were viewing days at Ranworth 

with 300 visitors; on the Wednesday we were able to help out the Norfolk Wildlife Trust, who 

had a school party (of 52!) and couldnôt complete their normal programme owing to the high 

water levels.  They were very grateful that we could accommodate them (in 4 groups) and well 

done to John & Helen Daynes for coping admirably with them.  Perhaps Ranworth would be a 

good place for doing educational visits as well?  Finally on Friday a full dayôs sail home, getting 

wet on the way of course! 

In spite of the weather we had 1994 people aboard during the tour (viewings and sailings) and 

took £660 in the donations jar.  Well done to everyone who was involved, both on Hathor and 

behind the scenes. 

 

 

August and September 2007 

 

The August Tour started uneventfully on first of the month, a Wednesday and a little earlier than 

usual but it was National Parks Week and the Broads Authority had requested some sailings 

during that period.  We had some of our rare sunny and warm days, and excitement on  Thursday 

with a live radio interview with Helen McDermott ï since óleavingô Anglia TV she now works 

for Radio Norwich and my interview was done on her mobile phone!  On Friday afternoon it was 

back to Wroxham for the Hoveton Riverside Park event on Saturday; first problem so far, only 

6ô6ò clearance at Wroxham Bridge (not surprising with all the rain we had in July) and we need 

7ô.  So on Saturday we were on view at Granary Quay (right by Wroxham Bridge) with 129 

visitors, and probably most of those were people who wouldnôt have gone the the Park event 

anyway. 



Sunday was the traditional trip to St. Benets taking the Bishop of Norwich from Horning ï 

another lovely day but we were struggling against wind and tide and had to take assistance from 

a BA óRubber Dinghyô to get there on time.  Then we headed for the southern rivers, and on 

Tuesday left Acle Bridge at 7.30am and arrived in Loddon Basin (26 miles) at 4.15pm, only 15 

minutes behind schedule and not bad going considering we spent 2 hours waiting for the tide at 

Yarmouth and went aground coming up the Chet (as always!).  After a dayôs viewing at Loddon 

(132 people) we left on Thursday 9
th
 and went aground again just past Hardley Flood ï this time 

it was more serious as we ended up across the river (which is not as wide as Hathorôs length!) 

well and truly stuck, held there by the flow of water, and of course completely blocking the river.  

After trying everything from quants to boats pulling us and half an hour later I had visions of 

being there all night as it was a falling tide.  Fortunately the passenger boat Waveney Stardust 

appeared and with them pushing and a hire boat pulling (and quants) we just managed to shift 

her.  I darenôt risk sailing again on the Chet so we shoved the rest of the way to Reedham Ferry. 

We then had some pleasant days ópottering aboutô at Coldham Hall,  Rockland and Surlingham 

Ferry, before sailing into Norwich on Thursday 16
th
 with a fresh SW wind ï not a good direction 

and it was tacking virtually all the way, loosing time and eventually the tide.  It took 1½ hours to 

sail between the two Thorpe Bridges (Train Reach) and then we did ódouble quantingô with two 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Double quanting on the River Wensum entering Norwich 


